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Juliette Kemp

The weekend was attended by a di-
verse mix of over 1,300 Deaf and hear-
ing filmmakers, media practitioners, in-
dustry organisations, students and the 
general public from across the UK.

Taking place at the Light House, in 
Wolverhampton, the event attracts 
films directed and produced by Deaf 
filmmakers from the UK and all around 
the world including Spain, Ireland, New 
Zealand, South Korea and Israel.

Saturday saw the screening of fresh 
and new short films, a showcase of 
work produced by Young Deaf filmmak-
ers and the presentation of films up for 
nominations.

A Deaf History on Film session con-
ducted by the Midland Archive for 
Central England provoked interesting 
discussion on rarely-seen archive TV 
material and history and attitudes to-
wards Deaf people and Sign Language.

Deaffest attracts films 
directed and produced by 
Deaf filmakers from the UK 
and all around the world

Matt Littler and Darren Jeffries, with 
Hearing Times’ Assistant Editor,
Helen Dewey at Deaffest

Deaf man, Ian Berry, completes the 10,000 mile journey to the South Pole, raising £30k for NDCS          News, Page 2

British troops battle hearing loss
Images of injured soldiers returning from active duty are becoming all too familiar, but one effect 
of military service overlooked, quite often by the afflicted person themselves, is hearing loss 

Helen Dewey

Ear plugs weren’t moulded, 
so weren’t being used 
effectively, as they were 
uncomfortable to wear

‘Deaffest’ leads 
the way in film

The recent action in Afghanistan and 
Iraq led to the realisation that mea-
sures used by the armed forces to 
protect hearing were not working, this 
despite veteran deafness in later years 
often being attributed to World War 
Two service.

Concerned about the dramatic rise 
in cases of noise-induced hearing loss, 
the Royal National Institute for the 
Deaf (RNID) contacted the Ministry of 
Defence (MOD). Following a meeting 
with Surgeon General Louis Lillywhite, 
the Military Hearing Workgroup was 
formed to look at the problem.

The MOD has now distributed a pro-
tection system that works with radio 
units and allows frontline troops to hear 
orders, commands and warnings.

An MOD spokesman said, “Our Armed 
Forces face very specific risks to their 
hearing and we are currently trialling 
the new ear protection for personnel on 
operations to protect them from the ef-
fects of loud explosions and gunfire. 

“The Personal Interfaced Hearing 
Protector (PIHP) system uses a custom 
moulded ear plug with an inbuilt micro-
phone to cut the noise impact of loud 
explosions while still giving the wearer 
situational awareness and the ability to 
hear colleagues.”

The ear plugs were effective and 
suitable for artillery fire but the plugs 
weren’t moulded and so weren’t be-
ing used effectively, or at all, as they 
were uncomfortable to wear. After solv-
ing this problem, 20,000 have been 
moulded for operations in Afghanistan. 
Soldiers can hear ambient sound but if 
there’s a sudden explosion or gunfire, it 
cuts out to avoid ear damage.

“Our Armed Forces face 
very specific risks to their 
hearing... loud explosions 
and gunfire”

The recent conflicts in Afghanistan 
and Iraq heralded the return to close 
quarter fighting. Rob continued “In the 
Falklands an average troop would fight  
a maximum of three operations during 
the whole war - the number of opera-
tions now being fought weekly.”

The new system is still a work in prog-
ress. Feedback from trials with soldiers 
in training has allowed the rapid devel-
opment of new, easy-to-fit ear plugs 
that stay in place, and can be used 
around noisy machinery or a helicop-
ter and can be plugged into a personal 
radio so soldiers can hear communica-
tions via the plug.

Major operational feedback is expect-
ed next March when the first regiment 
of troops to use the system in Afghani-
stan return. Meanwhile, the RNID is 
also working with the MOD to develop 
a culture of protecting hearing.

The RNID continues to attend the 
MOD working group’s quarterly meet-
ings and is delighted that the issue is 
being taken so seriously.

RNID is working with the 
MOD to develop a culture of 
protecting hearing

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures 
UK also donated a free screening of 
their latest animated adventure UP.

Alongside the film screenings Hearing 
Times had a stall in the exhibition hall, 

Hearing Times celebrates the 
talent of Deaf filmmakers and 
media artists at Deaffest, the 
UK’s only Deaf-led film and 
television festival 

Continued on Page 12

RNID Public Affairs Manager Rob Bur-
ley explained the history of earplugs, 
“After World War Two, noise induced 
hearing loss in the armed forces was 
taken seriously and the protection sup-
plied was deemed adequate as British 
forces had stopped fighting close quar-
ter operations.”

from each Hearing 
Times subscription
is donated to an HT
affiliated charity
Page 4

£1
Pensioners taught 
how to cope
with progressive 
hearing loss
Page 6

A sign of Innovation
Hertfordshire Constabulary receive award 
for initiatives to aid communication
between officers and deaf community
Page 3



2   News- National                  Hearing Times     January 2010

Over a hundred years after ill-fated 
explorer Ernest Shackleton’s furore dur-
ing the Heroic Age of Antarctic Explora-
tion, Ian has succeeded in his pledge 
to raise £30,000 in aid of the National 
Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS). 

After completing a dangerous and 
gruelling trek Ian and his team, led 
by record-setting polar expert Mike 
Thornewill, reached the South Pole on 
the 3rd January.

Ian Berry, 42, from Maidenbower in West Sussex, has become the 
first deaf man to reach the South Pole

Continued from the front page...

“It was my personal challenge 
to complete the journey I 
started nearly 3 years ago.”

The five dare-devils trekked on skis 
for 14 days and scaled altitudes of up 
to 10,000 feet at an average tempera-
ture of -50C.

The expedition to the South Pole 
is part of Ian’s mission to reach both 
Poles as an ambassador for NDCS, the 
national charity which transforms the 
lives of deaf children and young deaf 
people in the UK. Ian, who is partially 
deaf, took part in the famous North Pole 
challenge in April 2008 which saw for 
the first time a group of deaf and hear-
ing people reaching the Arctic Circle. 

Commenting on his 
challenge Ian said: “It 
was my personal chal-
lenge to complete the 
journey I started nearly 3 
years ago, and reach both 
Poles as an ambassador 
for NDCS.”

Ian continues to raise 
money at  www.justgiv-
ing.com/ianicecube, for 
the charity which is close 
to his heart, “I have met 
some of the deaf children 
whose lives are touched 
by NDCS and have seen 
the joy and sense of be-
longing the Society can 
bring to very often isolat-
ed and lonely children.” 

Niki Michael, NDCS head 
of community and events, 
said “Every day in the 
UK three babies are born 
deaf and most are born to 
hearing parents with no 
experience of deafness. 
NDCS is a national charity 
whose work is funded almost entirely 
through public donations, so none of 

our work would be possible without the 
commitment of individuals like Ian.”

Counting down to... 
    tinnitus awareness week

The British Tinnitus Association (BTA) is counting down to Tinnitus Awareness Week, with the 
launch of a UK-wide campaign with two specific themes: the effect of stress on tinnitus and the 
risks of exposure to loud music

This year tinnitus charity BTA will be 
working closely with new ambassa-
dor XFM London radio presenter and 
international DJ Eddy Temple-Morris, 
who will be hosting a music event to 
coincide with Tinnitus Awareness Week 
held on 8-14 February.

Eddy hopes to increase awareness 
of the risks of exposure to loud music, 
while dispelling some of the myths as-
sociated with the condition. “This is a 
cause is very close to my heart, and I 
consider myself to be on a crusade to 
help save the hearing of fellow musi-
cians, DJs, clubbers and music lovers 

everywhere. I want to encourage oth-
ers to use ear protection as I wish I had 
done years ago”. 

At the event, advice and support 
will be widely distributed by BTA who 
will also be providing personal hearing 
protection as well as promoting coping 
strategies and simple relaxation meth-
ods. Roy Bratby, Chairman of the BTA 
said, “Callers to our helpline regularly 
report that stress and exposure to loud 
music can cause and exacerbate tin-
nitus, highlighting the need to educate 
and inform people about these two vital 
issues during our campaign.” 

What does it sound like?
Tinnitus can sound like a buzzing, 

ringing whistling or hissing noise. It 
can be any pitch and may be continu-
ous or come and go.

Who gets tinnitus?
Experiences of tinnitus are very com-

mon in all age groups, especially after 
exposure to loud noises. Around one in 
10 have continuous mild tinnitus while 
one in 100 have more severe cases 
where it effects everyday life.

What causes the noise?
The most common cause of tinnitus is 

damage to the hearing nerves in the ear 
(cochlea or inner ear). We hear things 
through a stream of nerve impulses go-
ing from the cochlea to the brain. If the 
tiny nerves are damaged it produces 

an abnormal stream of impulses, which 
the brain interprets as sound.

Tinnitus in older people is usually 
caused by natural hearing loss which 
lessens the sensitivity of hearing 
nerves. The condition has also been 
linked to ear or head injuries, ear in-
fections and emotional stress.

How can I treat it?
Go to your GP, they will check your 

ears are free from wax and infection 
and look for a trigger. You may then 
be referred to the ear, nose and throat 
(ENT) department at your nearest hos-
pital.

Although there is no proven cure, 
there are treatments to deal with tinni-
tus day-to-day. These include listening 
to calming music and relaxation, using 
hearing aids and cognitive behaviour 
therapy to lower awareness of annoy-
ing noises.

For advice, support and infor-
mation about tinnitus call the BTA 
freephone helpline on 

0800 018 0527 or visit the BTA 
online at www.tinnitus.org.uk

About tinnitus The word ‘tinnitus’ comes from the Latin word for ‘ringing’ and 
is the perception of sound in the absence of any corresponding 
external sound

Tinnitus is a cause close to BTA
ambassador DJ Eddy Temple-Morris 

Ian Berry, well equipped for his polar expeditions

Hearing Times is an independent news-
paper, published 10 times per year. The 
newspaper is distributed throughout the 
United Kingdom to charities, ENT and hear-
ing therapy clinics, audiologists, hearing 
aid dispensers, care homes and schools as 
well as individual subscribers reaching an 
estimated readership of over 15,000. The 
contents of Hearing Times are copyrighted 
and no part may be reproduced in part or 
whole without prior consent from the news-
paper. The opinions expressed in articles, 
columns or adverts are those of the writer 
or advertiser and not necessarily those of 
Hearing Times Ltd.

Contributors: Claude Atcheba, Louise Bu-
glass, Ellen Dalgairns, Deafinitely Girlie, 
James Hutchison, Juliette Kemp, Bryony 
Parkes, Deborah Louise Robinson, Melissa 
Mostyn-Thomas, William BR Jeremy.

Editor’s message
Happy New Year to you all and 

welcome to a new and exciting 
Hearing Times!

As you read this month’s issue you 
will notice a few changes here and 
there. We still have all your favourite 
regular writers, but now we bring you 
new ones such as columnist Bryony 
Parkes, page 7, who writes about 
her experiences as she recieves a 
cochlear implant and Ellen Dalgairns 
reviews the latest theatre shows, this 
month she went to see ‘Red’ at the 
Donmar Warehouse, page 10.

I went to Deaffest and had a great 
time watching all the films up for 
awards, it’s great to see so much 
talent.  I met  the rather lovely Matt 
Littler and Darren Jeffries, who gladly 
took a couple of copies of the news-
paper to read on their way home. 
Overall it was a brilliant weekend, 
despite a minor ruckus when it 
emerged that one of the films had 
subtitles for sign language, but not 
for oral language!

Coming up, I am looking forward 
to learning more about tinnitus, 
with the BTA hosting many events 
throughout the awareness week (8-
14 February). Hearing Time will (of 
course) be reporting from them!

Also new in 2010, Hearing Times is 
offering free online subscriptions, 
you can log on and view the lat-
est issue and archived issues of the 
newspaper! Check out our website 
www.hearingtimes.co.uk for more 
information.

Why not make reading the Hearing 
Times from cover to cover your New 
Year’s Resolution?!

Apologies to Ashton Jean-Pierre who 
should have been credited in the last issue 
for the great photos used to accompany 
the report from the Remark! Awards.
See more of his great work at
www.ashtonjeanpierre.com

If you have an exciting news 
story to report, an opinion to 
express, or an event to promote 
get in touch with the team at 
editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk



Peter Sydserff, new 
BSHAA council member
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Dr Walter Marcotti of Sheffield Uni-
versity’s Department of Biomedical Sci-
ence, has discovered how a particular 
calcium sensor present in highly spe-
cialised sensory cells allows us to hear 
such remarkable sensitivity across a 
wide range of sound intensitiesfrom a 
pin dropping to the roar of a jet en-
gine.

Discovered through collaboration with 
researchers in four other institutions 
and his research assistant Dr Stuart 
Johnson, the findings also shed light on 
other sensory systems, such as smell 
and vision.

Right to left: Dr Walter Marcotti and his research assistant Dr Stuart Johnson

A study into hearing has brought scientists closer to understanding mechanisms behind deafness, 
enabling improved methods aimed at repairing hearing loss due to damage or genetic defects

Dr Marcotti and Dr Johnson explain: 
“The function of this specific calcium 
sensor is to extend the dynamic range 
of sensory synapses in order to in-
crease hearing sensitivity across such 
a wide spectrum of sound intensities. 
We are now studying how the calcium 
sensors, or synaptotagmins, interact to 
produce our remarkably sensitive audi-
tory, visual and olfactory systems”.

By revealing the main determinants 
of normal cochlear synaptic develop-
ment, they hope that the information 

gathered could bring scientists closer 
to an understanding of mechanisms 
behind deafness, and improve methods 
aimed at repairing hearing loss due to 
damage or genetic defects.

Vivienne Michael, Chief Executive of 
Deafness Research UK, who among 
others funded the research said: “The 
findings of Dr Marcotti’s team are in-
credibly exciting. The notion that we 
may be able to repair hearing loss at 
some level in the future is one that will 

give hope to millions of deaf people 
and sufferers of other hearing condi-
tions across the world. It is of course 
early days and with all such scientific 
breakthroughs we need to be cautious; 
however we believe that the findings 
are significant and we may indeed be 
closer to understanding deafness than 
at any point previously.”

The research was funded by Deaf-
ness Research UK, the Wellcome Trust 
and the Royal Society.

“That we may be able to 
repair hearing loss in the 
future is one that will give 
hope to millions of people.”

Scientific discovery brings hope to 
millions with hearing loss

Rebecca, 19, of Durham, is pro-
foundly deaf, but thanks to a cochlear 
implant at the age of 3 and a half was 
given the sensation of hearing. 

Grant awarded to gifted student 
Student, Rebecca French, is now able to continue her university 
studies thanks to financial support by Cochlear UK

Currently studying for a BA in Modern 
History and Politics at the University of 
St Andrews in Fife, Scotland, Rebecca 
was chosen by Cochlear UK from a 
number of exceptional candidates.

The scholarship is awarded 
based on academic achieve-
ment and leadership

On learning she had won the award, 
Rebecca said: “I’m delighted to accept 
the award, it is such an honour, I didn’t 
expect it at all!”

This unique scholarship was estab-
lished in 2002 in honour of Professor 
Graeme Clark, who invented the world’s 
first multi-channel cochlear implant 
over 25 years ago.It is open to Nucleus 
implant receivers around the world.

Gaynor Booth, Marketing and Busi-
ness Development Manager at Cochlear 
UK said: “The sponsorship is a wonder-
ful opportunity to help our recipients by 
supporting them financially when they 
continue their education. It also high-
lights how lives are enhanced through 

The grant from Cochlear will allow
Rebecca to continue her studies

The National 
Council of the 
British Society 
of Hearing Aid 
Audiologists, 
BSHAA, elect-
ed Peter Syd-
serff of Hidden 
Hearing, as a 
new member 
at their annual 
meeting.

Peter, who 
began his train-
ing as a hearing aid dispenser in 1995 
will be replacing Alan Rudge, the BSHAA 
Council’s longest serving member who 
is now retiring after 16 years.

His career progressed when Peter 
left retail sales to move into the whole-
sale market, first with Bernafon UK, 
and then to his current role as product 
manager for Hidden Hearing.

Commenting on his new position Pe-
ter said “The current and past members 
of BSHAA Council have worked hard to 
get us to where we are now and I am 
ready to play my part. I am involved 
in strategic project groups to propose 
how hearing aids will be dispensed by 
Hidden Hearing in the future.

“The [BSHAA National] Council and 
its supporting officers will continue 
to define and communicate roles and 
standards that affect registered hear-
ing aid dispensers across the U.K.”

Hearing Aid
Audiologists Council 
elects new member

Rebecca French is a gifted deaf stu-
dent who has been given the chance 
to complete her studies, thanks to a 
generous grant of £5,400 pounds from 
the Graeme Clark Scholarship Award 
scheme.

access to our technology, together with 
the help of healthcare professionals.”

Rebecca was awarded the scholarship 
based on academic achievement, as 
well as leadership and humanity. Her 
ambition is to become a lawyer and she 
has received excellent results in her 
studies. Rebecca also participates in a 
number of sporting activities and says 
her implant has enabled her to live life 
to the full.

To apply for the UK Graeme Clark 
Scholarship Award go to
www.cochlear.co.uk

Your Journey to a full world of sounds
Cubex, independent hearing aid audiologists in London has designed a 
complete rehabilitation programme to respond directly to the individual 
needs of millions of hearing impaired people and their loved ones.

25 New Cavendish Street London W1G 8LP

If you are ready to start your journey to better hearing contact us at
customerservice@cubex.co.uk or 0333 123 2000* to arrange an
 appointment with one of our hearing aid specialists.

(*Calls from any network will cost no more than those to 01 or 02 numbers and also count as part of any bundled minutes.)

Step 1 - a personal hearing care plan will be developed based on your hearing 
loss and lifestyle at your initial consultation.

Step 2 - you will be provided with the most  appropriate hearing solution according 
to your needs and preferences and initiate your rehabilitation programme.

Step 3  - your experiences and communication needs will be continuously 
reviewed and your programme adapted as required.

For more information turn to Page 4
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Amplifon branch wins award
The Blackpool branch of hearing aid 
specialist Amplifon was named Best 
Service Business in the Blackpool Town 
Centre Business Awards.

Winners were identified by indepen-
dent mystery shop scores, comment-
ing on the award Amplifon CEO, Steve 
Fleming, said “Customer service is at 
the forefront of everything we do so it 
is particularly pleasing not only to be 
nominated but to win Blackpool’s best 
service business.” He continued “The 
fact these awards were judged on na-
tionally recognised mystery shopping 
criteria makes the award even more 
satisfying and indicates the high levels 
of service all our clients enjoy.”

Man bites mother-in-law
The jury has yet to decide the fate of 
a deaf man charged with GBH after he 
allegedly bit the thumb of his wife’s 
mother during a family dispute. Ashfaq 
Shah, 34 from Watford, claims he bit 
Robina Kuesar, after she and her hus-
band burst into his home and began 
beating him for no reason. During his 
trial he said, through the use of Urdu 
sign language interpreters, he did not 
know what was happening when he was 
set upon and as soon as he realised the 
thumb was bleeding he let go.
Mrs Kuesar has needed four operations 
on the damaged thumb and still has 
problems more than two years after 
the incident, the court heard.
Shah denies GBH.

Fox learns sign language
A rescued fox in North Devon has been 
taught sign language after it was dis-
covered the orphaned cub was deaf.

“She got separated from her mother 
because the mother calls the cubs,” said 
Rescue expert Beth Tyler-King, who is 
herself profoundly deaf.  Beth has devel-
oped a signing system to communicate 
with the now 18-month-old ‘Milly’. Now 
part of a menagerie of 30 hedgehogs 
and five owls, 12 hens, seven dogs, 14 
cats, five pigeons, a dove, a parrot, two 
ponies and a squirrel, the West Coun-
try fox watches TV and has a taste for 
Coco-Pops and grated cheese.

In the News

Staff at Amplifon, Blackpool, Maurice 
Black and Jane Veale.

Deaf orphan Milly learnt sign language 
to communicate with her owner

Kirsty Liddiard is a sociologist con-
ducting doctoral research on disabled 
and sensory impaired peoples’ experi-
ences of sexuality and relationships at 
the University of Warwick.

“Common assumptions of the sex 
lives and relationships of people with 
disabilities or sensory impairments 
are predominantly negative and incor-
rect within society,” said Kirsty. “As a 
result such relationships are either de-
nied through being considered as ‘non-
existent’, or defined as ‘inadequate’ or 
‘immoral’.”

“It is this distinct inequality that the 
research aims to challenge. The study 
is sociological, meaning that the find-
ings will contribute to our understand-
ing of the ways in which people with 

physical and sensory impairments 
manage and negotiate their sex lives 
and relationships in spite of society’s 
assumptions.”

Kirsty is currently looking for people 
who are deaf or hearing impaired to 
take part in the research, which will 
look at aspects of sex and relationships 
including finding a partner, adolescence 
and body image.

Doctorate research into sex
A research study into the relationships of deaf and hard of hearing people will promote under-
standing of sensory impairments in society

For further information and to take 
part in the research, contact:
Kirsty Liddiard
Department of Sociology
University of Warwick
Coventry, CV4 7AL
Direct Line: 07970 583786
Email: k.liddiard@warwick.ac.uk
Web: www2.warwick.ac.uk/study/cde/
gsp/eportfolio/directory/pg/sypgbj/

There are several ways individuals 
can share their experiences by taking 
part in a relaxed and conversational 
interview: face to face (with or with-
out a BSL interpreter); via text phone; 
through instant messaging or email.

Quality of life can be improved through 
the use of hearing instruments: enabling 
relationships with family and friends; 
more self confidence; increased inde-
pendence and personal safety.

Cubex, an independent audiologist in 
London have designed a complete reha-
bilitation programme to respond direct-
ly to the individual needs of millions of 
hearing impaired and their loved ones.

Audiologist and managing director 
Adam Shulberg, said “For nearly half a 
century Cubex has helped thousands of 
people achieve better hearing and pro-
vided vital support with their unique af-
tercare programme.

“They combine superior hearing 
healthcare with state of the art technol-
ogy to tailor-make a complete solution 
that meets every clients’ personal re-
quirements.”

After booking an appointment with a 
hearing aid specialist, it is advised that 
you visit your GP to ensure there is no 
excessive amount of wax in your ears 
before beginning The Journey!

What to expect:

Initial Consultation 
o  We will review your lifestyle profile and medical questionnaire
o  Your ears will be examined and photographs taken with a Video Otoscope, 
o  We evaluate your hearing and your listening environments
o  We will discuss your goals and expectations
o  A personal hearing care plan based on your lifestyle will be developed
o  Impressions of your ears will be taken, if necessary 

Fitting session
o  You will be provided with the most appropriate hearing solution, according
   to your needs, lifestyle and preferences
o  Hearing instruments programmed and demonstrated in different environments
o  We will discuss care, use and maintenance of your hearing system
o  You will be given advice about what to expect during the adaptation period
o  We will introduce you to LACE, our Listening and Communication
   Enhancement Program

Follow up Sessions 
o  We will review and evaluate your initial experiences
o  Discuss whether your goals are being met
o  Fine tune your hearing system and/or advise accordingly
o  Initiate or discuss your LACE Program

Ongoing Aftercare 
o  We will provide this routinely or as needed
o  We will review and evaluate your communication needs 
o  We discuss whether further improvements are achievable and adapt your 
   rehabilitation program accordingly

The Journey... explained by Cubex

The communication barrier caused by hearing loss affects both you and your family. Facing it can 
be overwhelming and stressful, with research (NCOA, 1999) showing hearing impaired people who 
do not seek help suffer anxiety, reduced social activity, emotional instability and insecurities

Charities receive donation from Hearing Times
Hearing Times is pleased to announce that donations from subcription costs will go towards 
improving the lives of deaf and hard of hearing people nationwide

Last year, Hearing Times offered  
subscribers the opportunity to partici-
pate in a charity donation scheme, 
assigning £1 of each subscription to a 
charity supported by Hearing Times.

Hearing Times affiliated charities 
benefiting from last year’s scheme are:

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People• 
Cochlear Implanted Children’s • 
Support Group
UK Deaf Sport• 
British Tinnitus Association• 

2010 Hearing Times affiliated charities

Sign Health- SignHealth, the healthcare charity for Deaf People, is commit-
ted to energising change to improve the healthcare and equality of health care 
provision for deaf people in the UK. SignHealth has developed a new web-based 
program, SignTranslate, to help Deaf people communicate more efficiently with 
GPs and hospital staff.

Deafness Research- Deafness Research is the only national charity dedi-
cated to supporting medical research into deafness and other hearing disorders, 
with unrivalled access to the UK’s top researchers. The charity can advise on the 
very latest findings on all aspects of hearing loss and other hearing disorders.
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The award is given in recognition of 
an organisation in the public, private or 
voluntary sector which, through leader-
ship or endeavour, has made significant 
contribution towards building a society 
in which deaf people have full access to 
all services.

Hertfordshire police initiatives were 
highly praised, including the introduc-
tion of Link Officers, who aid communi-
cation between deaf and hearing peo-
ple, deaf awareness training and the 
launch of the Emergency SMS number 
which provides deaf people with full ac-
cess to emergency services.

Award is sign of police innovation

Left to right – Inspector Ian Tycer, Sgt Debbie Jackson, DC Beccy Driscoll, and 
DS Linda Cullin-Moir 

In recognition of recent initiatives to aid communication between the deaf community and their 
police force, the Hertfordshire Constabulary has been presented with the Organisational
Achievement Award as part of the annual Signature Awards

Detective Constable, Beccy Driscoll, 
was collected the award, “It is a great 
honour and fantastic recognition of the 
Constabulary’s achievements. The work 
we have undertaken to overcome com-
munication barriers to date has been 
challenging, though well received and 
has proved to be effective in our day to 
day service delivery.” 

Jim Edwards, Signature Chief Execu-
tive, said: “Many police forces across 
Great Britain are starting to improve 
the ways they serve the needs of deaf 
people in the community who may be 
victims of crime or involved in the crim-
inal justice system. Hertfordshire Con-
stabulary’s commitment and innovation 
has really led the way.”

Police forces across the 
UK are improving the ways 
they serve the needs of deaf 
people in the community

As well as the Hertfordshire 
Police emergency text number: 
07786 207091
there are also BSL qualified 
police officers across the county 
available to communicate with 
deaf and hard of hearing people 
in an emergency.

New Years Honours  

In total, this year 966 people have 
been recommended to the Prime Min-
ister for an award.

Kathleen Lawrenson is one of 378 
successful women candidates in the 
list. Working as Diagnostic Audiologist  
at St. Helens and Knowsley Hospitals 
NHS Trust, she was nominated for 
services to healthcare.

Dr. Anthony Bernard Best was nomi-
nated for his services to the education 
of deafblind children.

More than 70% of their year’s re-
cipients are local heroes undertaking 
outstanding work in their own com-
munities, while 39% are honoured for 
their work in voluntary and local ser-
vices.

Pick up next month’s Hearing 
Times to read an in depth
interview with Kathleen Lawren-
son and Anthony Bernard Best 
about receiving such an honour.

Helen Dewey

Do you struggle to hear in certain situations?
Even when wearing your hearing aid?
Busy, noisy environments: With Conversor Pro the user can focus on the desired sound source as a directional microphone greatly reduces 
unwanted sounds coming from the sides and the rear. This is particularly useful when in bars, restaurants and watching TV.
Quieter sounds: Conversor Pro can enhance the required sounds, allowing users to clearly hear quieter sounds in noisy environments without 
straining or having to turn up their hearing instrument. Conversor Pro can be used with headphones and all Telecoil enabled hearing aids.

Background noise reduction:•	  Reduces unwanted background and 
peripheral sound by up to 30db.
Zoom setting:•	  Allows the user to focus on one particular sound amongst 
a number of sounds.
Omni-directional setting:•	  Picks up nearby sounds clearly from all 
around the user, ideal for family dinners or meetings.
Group settings:•	  The Conversor Pro MultiPack is also available in for 
use in schools, colleges and groups.

Benefit from improved listening in a variety of situations with Conversor Pro...

To learn how you can hear with clarity and to find your local stockist of Conversor Pro visit www.conversorproducts.com or call 08700 663499

Can be used with both a
hearing aid and headphones

Sound
source

The New Years Honours list 
recognises outstanding 
achievement and service across 
the whole of the community.
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Humans ‘hear’ through their skin
Vancouver  Sensations on the skin 
play a part in how people hear speech, 
say Canadian researchers. A recent 
study found that inaudible puffs of 
air delivered alongside certain sounds 
influenced what participants thought 
they were listening to. Study leader Dr 
Bryan Gick said his team would now 
work to develop a hearing aid incor-
porating the findings. “All we need is 
a pneumatic device that can produce 
air puffs aimed at the neck at the right 
times based on acoustic input into the 
hearing aid, and then a set of experi-
ments to test the efficacy.”

Researchers warn of noisy toys
Washington  The dangers of loud 
toys have been highlighted by the U.S. 
Public Interest Research Group, stat-
ing nearly 15 percent of children be-
tween 6 and 17 years old show signs 
of hearing loss. Toys such as play cell 
phones, held right next to a child’s ear, 
pose major risks. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission Chairwoman  Inez 
Tenenbaum responded that her agen-
cy will continue to monitor the new 
standards for noisy toys. “But at this 
point we have really focused on lead, 
phthalates and just the overall safety 
of a product.”

Gangs force children into crime
Shanghai  A teacher alleges deaf 
children are being lured into joining 
gangs as pickpockets. Police are in-
vestigating following the disappear-
ance of 20 teenagers from Liling Spe-
cial Education School in central China’s 
Hunan Province. The most recent case 
was with five students aged 16 to 20 
who left the school four months ago, 
leaving notes saying they were going 
to work. Last month one of them re-
turned, claiming he had been lured by 
a former female classmate. On arrival, 
his ID and mobile phone was taken 
away and he was forced to work as a 
pickpocket.

New school for the deaf opened
Brikama  A newly constructed 
nursery school is the first of its kind in 
the Brikama region of Ghana, where 
illiteracy has been described as the 
greatest friend of poverty. Mr Karamo 
Sanyang, Headmaster of the school 
and Chairman of the Brikama Branch 
of Gambia Association of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing (GADHOH), empha-
sized that disability does not mean in-
ability and called on parents of deaf 
and hard of hearing children to send 
them to the school. “This is part of a 
great effort being made to empower 
people to overcome poverty.”

Child labourer unable to complain
Dhaka  A newspaper has reported 
the story of eight year old Ibrahim, 
born deaf and unable to communicate. 
Ibrahim is one of 39 children working 
12 hours per day for 60 Bangladeshi 
Taka (£0.53) producing coils of rope 
under a bridge. The correspondent 
writes, “with full force his master’s 
muscled hand would land on his face 
several times, leaving [him] with trem-
bling hands, unable to utter a single 
word.” Across Bangladesh thousands 
of children are reported to be involved 
in different kinds of child labour.

In the News

An American Sign Language inter-
preter and performer from New York 
is the first person to incorporate sign 
language into popular music. Deaf and 
hard of hearing communities are able 
to enjoy chart music by watching Mi-
chael Di Martino’s videos on YouTube.

His videos show him signing the lyrics 
of hits such as Lady Gaga’s Love Game, 
and Daft Punk’s Harder, Better, Faster, 
Stronger as well as many more. Sign 

From singing to signing: music for all

Claude Atcheba

The latest pop hits can now be fully enjoyed by deaf people across America, because of one New 
Yorker’s idea to combine ASL (American Sign Language) with chart music

Following an announcement by You-
Tube’s parent company Google late last 
year, automatic captions are rolling out 
across the site.

Last month Ken Harrenstien, soft-
ware engineer for Google, announced 
that the company’s accessibility team 
has developed a system for using au-
tomatic speech recognition technology 
(ASR) to create machine-generated au-
tomatic captions (auto-caps) for certain 
videos on YouTube.

In Google tradition, this feature has 
been launched early and is not yet 
widely available. The translation is not 
always perfect; in a demonstration the 
phrase “sim card” becomes “salmon” in 
the caption. These sorts of issues “will 
continue to improve with time,” says 
Ken, who is himself deaf. However, he 
declares passionately, “compared to 
nothing this is wonderful”.

Internet captions greeted with >APPLAUSE<
YouTube captions hail the beginning of an internet accessible for all, part of lifelong dream hearing 
aid wearer and Google Vice President, Vint Cerf, has been habouring

Twenty three hours of video 
are uploaded to YouTube 
every minute, most totally 
inaccessible to deaf and 
hard of hearing people Alternatively YouTube users can up-

load a transcript of their video and au-
to-timing algorithms will match the text 
to the words as they are spoken. This 
system is already in place and Google 
have asked that users provide feed-
back so they can improve and develop 
the system as needed.

Vint Cerf, vice president at Google, is 
widely recognised as a founding father 
of the internet. He is also hard of hear-
ing and has worn a hearing aid since 

Helen Dewey

language teachers, par-
ents and families alike are 
welcoming this new way of 
sharing music with their 
deaf and hard of hearing 
friends and family.

Since 2008, the 25 year 
old has interpreted videos 
of pop artists on YouTube, 
attracting thousands of 
fans from across the world. 
“It’s crazy” said Michael, 
“People are watching some-
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the age of 13. “Quite apart from my 
work at Google, I have great personal 
interest in what we are talking about.”

Vint continued, “Video has turned out 
to be a stunningly important new me-
dia of self expression.”

With 23 hours of video uploaded to 
YouTube every minute, most totally in-
accessible to deaf and hard of hearing 
people, there is no doubt this innova-
tive technology will be welcomed by 
deaf and hard of hearing communities.

The launch of subtitles to online video is welcomed by deaf and hard of hearing 
people, previously unable to use sites such as YouTube

thing different and they 
are responding to it. 
For my birthday people 
wrote Happy Birthday in 
every language on my 
Facebook page.”

American pop prin-
cess, Britney Spears has 
even taken a liking to his 
skills, posting Michael’s 
interpretation of Wom-
aniser and Kill The Light 
videos on her website.

The University of Arizona’s Speech, 
Language and Hearing Sciences depart-
ment is offering communication courses 
to older people with hearing loss.

Frances Harris, a spokesman for the  
university, said “Sometimes, as people 
lose the ability to communicate, they 
become more withdrawn. Groups are 
harder for them, and they don’t know 
how to advocate for themselves,” Har-
ris said. “Untreated hearing loss affects 
a person’s quality of life- and those 
around them, including partners, family 
members and caregivers.”

Book editor Dixie Nixon74, attended 
the five week course, “The one key 
thing I learned was not to pretend I un-
derstand when I don’t. I should have 
learned that long ago, but you get ex-

hausted or embarrassed to ask people 
to please repeat that one more time, so 
I just took on the bad habit of faking it. 
And what I came back with was a non 
sequitur, which was even more embar-
rassing.”

Dixie also learnt more about assis-
tive-listening devices, as well how to 
ask people to speak slower and more 
clearly, when people’s natural inclina-
tion is to speak louder.

Adults with hearing loss generally first 
lose the ability to hear higher pitches, 
so they might notice they’re no longer 
hearing crickets or birds. Then they re-
alise that while they can hear sounds, 
they can’t pull out distinct words, so it 
sounds as though people are mumbling 
with greater frequency.

Over time, it progresses to where 
they’ll miss dialogue in a play or can’t 
make out what’s being said in a large 
gathering. Learning how to cope with 
this creeping disability is vital, as older 
people who with progressive hearing 
loss tend to develop a more passive role 
in social settings, sitting back and not 
participating or sometimes bluffing that 
they are following the conversation.

Pensioners taught to be assertive
An American university has begun classes of elderly people to learn how to help themselves as 
their hearing deteriorates with age
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iwantbetterhealth
Be involved in the biggest ever study into 

the health of deaf people in the UK
• We know deaf people have problems accessing healthcare

• They are therefore more likely to become ill
• So we need evidence to push for change

REGISTER NOW AT 
www.iwantbetterhealth.org.uk

Visit www.signhealth.org.uk for more information

EVERYONE who registers gets 
a chance to WIN A PRIZE

Reg Charity No 10111056

Research A5.indd   1 4/1/10   14:37:22

Why take part?

Studies in the UK and worldwide show 
deaf people have problems accessing 
healthcare and health information which 
means that their health suffers.

Communication with healthcare profes-
sionals is difficult unless interpreters are 
provided and there are many stories 
where misunderstanding of medication 
and diagnosis leads to complications.

“Sign-up for our on-line health survey and sign for change”
SignHealth’s message to the deaf community:

Hearing Times has teamed up with SignHealth, the national healthcare charity for deaf people, to 
promote a major research project into deaf health

Amanda Laing from Manchester 
was the first lucky winner of a luxury 
hamper from Marks and Spencer for 
just filling in her details to take part 
in the research. In February, anoth-
er winner will be selected from those 
who have completed the first step of 
the research- a simple form!

The 500 people chosen after com-
pleting the online survey will not only 
receive a free health assessment but 
also a gift voucher for their time.

There are four parts to the 
research being conducted

1. An online survey of over 1,000 deaf 
people (and a chance to win a prize!)

2. Health assessments of 500 deaf 
people chosen from on-line survey.

3. In-depth health studies of 50 deaf 
people including their experiences of 
using health services.

4. Follow-up survey into the medical 
conditions that deaf people appear to
be more susceptible to.SignHealth has received a grant for £492,652 from the Big Lottery Fund to pay for a 

comprehensive study into the health of deaf people. The findings will provide much 
needed evidence to influence policy makers and improve health services.

Register online and take part in the survey now!   At www.iwantbetterhealth.org.uk

SignHealth will be working in partnership with:

Bristol University (Independant Deaf Studies Centre)•  
Research advisory committee (including deaf, medical and other experts)• 
Over 60 partner organisations for deaf people• 
Ipsos MORI, the specialist survey organisation (for online questionnaire)• 

My name is Peter, I am 53 years old 
and Profoundly Deaf. It was my wife 
June, also profoundly deaf, who noticed 
over a period of time I had became 
breathless. On December 1st 2006, I 
decided to have it checked out.

Three months later I was diagnosed 
as having Chronic Obstructive Pulmo-
nary Disease (COPD).

We didn’t know what COPD was as 
the doctor hadn’t fully explained it to 

us, or what it meant. We actually found 
out about COPD from an article in the 
‘Take a Break’ magazine.

My life before the disease was totally 
different; I was an active person able 
to do things for myself, but now I can’t 
do as much and I have to rely on my 
wife to do things for me, and I am really 
grateful to her for her help.

Hearing people can access informa-
tion, services and support available with 

much more ease than us. British Sign 
Language is our first language, English 
is our second.

I now attend our local Breathe Easy 
Support Group in Barking & Dagenham, 
where organisers provide a BSL Inter-
preter so we can have full access to that 
information and support.

My wife, June, who has supported me 
so much, is now also a volunteer for the 
British Lung Foundation.

My Story of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease by Peter Johnson

I had better introduce myself.

The short version is that my name 
is Bryony and I am a 28 year old 
mum of two living in the Midlands 
and I am Profoundly Deaf.

However, if you knew me, you’d 
know that I don’t do short! I write a 
blog called ‘The Deaf One’ and I am 
known for my lengthy pieces. So I’ll 
start as I intend to go on and explain 
a little bit more.

I was born deaf, diagnosed at the 
age of two and a half years old and 
had my first body worn hearing aid 
issued a month later.

Introducing 
The 
Deaf 
One

I am nervous and excited, 
and I have high hopes for 
a new world of sounds

Tootle on a few years and after 
many tests and scans, it was estab-
lished that my vestibular aquaducts 
are too wide.

A few years later they report that 
this is part of a condition called Pen-
dred Syndrome which also has many 
other symptoms such as migraines, 
vertigo, tinnitus and in some cases, a 
decreased thyroid function as well.

It all boils down to congenital bi-
lateral hearing loss in the end, which 
is the primary symptom for me and 
the one that affects my life the most. 
It is a progressive loss; I was once a 
double hearing aid wearer, I am now 
only able to use one in the right ear.

It’s been a hard slog, but I always 
got by just about ok. Now, especially 
after having children, it’s getting 
worse and more difficult to manage.

Six months ago I started down 
the road of investigating a cochlear 
implant (CI). It helps to have some-
where to record your thoughts so I 
started my blog and have been writ-
ing every week since.

I’ve found myself explaining a little 
bit about living life as a deaf woman 
too. Getting a CI is a huge decision 
to make and a lot of thoughts have 
been running through my head.

As I write this, I write with the 
knowledge that I was approved for 
the CI and my operation is imminent. 
As far as I am concerned, cochlear 
implants are the best kind of hear-
ing aid that you can get; I sincerely 
hope it works for me.

I am nervous and excited, I have 
high hopes for the new world of 
sounds that I will belong to and I 
look forward to telling you all about 
it next month!
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This photo was taken at the end of 
November, using a Nikon D90 with a 
200mm lens taken at a shutterspeed of 
1/100 with an aperture of f/5.3. I had 
to get down very low to take it, and 
zoom right the way in, to avoid disturb-
ing the squirrel but still getting a good 
close up. I was thrilled with this take, 
it looks like the squirrel has witnessed 
something rather scandalous!

Bryony has loved photography ever 
since purchasing her first DSLR, a Nikon 
D40, in 2007. In September she up-
graded to a Nikon D90, which is (along 
with her children!) is her pride and joy.

Photo of the Month

Mutt Muffs are designed not to block 
out all sound, but to be a passive, noise 
reducing device that will make a ride in 
an airplane, car or time spent in any 
other noisy environment, a comfortable 
experience for your mutt.

When designing Mutt Muffs the acous-
tic properties of the parts used was a 
primary consideration. Mutt Muffs ma-
terials were selected to reduce incom-
ing sound by around 20dB.

Keep your dog’s ears safe- with Mutt Muffs!
Mutt Muffs, the Ear Defenders for Dogs are the world’s 
only over-the-head hearing protector for animals

Bryony Parkes

The second consideration was 
the high frequency noise that is 
beyond the range of human hear-
ing but not for our canine friends 
whose hearing is hyper sensitive. 
All the criteria were met and Mutt 
Muffs have now become your best 
friends new friend.

www.enhancedlistening.co.uk

OK, so it’s not been the greatest 
month for Deafinitely Girly.

The reason for this is that I’ve spent 
rather a lot of it in hospital after get-
ting appendicitis… or so they thought.

It all began when I was at Niknak’s 
hen weekend and felt poorly through-
out. By Tuesday, when I couldn’t 
stand up straight because it hurt so 
much, Miss K decided enough was 
enough, and called the doctor and 
booked an appointment.

It’s at times like this that I really 
wish my doctor had email because I 
always put off going there as I have 
to rely on someone else to make the 
call for me.

Anyway, off to the doctors I pot-
tered, who promptly sent me to A&E. 
I decided straight away to be really 
proactive about my deafness. Every 
nurse who came to see me, I told, so 
they knew to look at me when they 
spoke. And it worked, which really 
helped me stay calm.

Then in walked my doctor. 
‘Wow, I thought they only made 

them this good looking in the movies,’ 
I thought to myself, before wishing 
I’d at least put a little bit of make-up 
on before venturing out. He was the 
most gorgeous man I’ve ever seen, 
and this coupled with his dashing 
bedside manner, and immediate and 
brilliant response to finding out I was 
deaf, had me blushing so much, he 
must have thought I was running a 
high temperature.

Er… where was I? Ah yes, anyway 
they soon decided they wanted to op-
erate as soon as possible, so whisked 
me upstairs, where an anaesthetist 
came to see me. I asked her if I could 
keep my glasses on right up until 
she knocked me out and to wake up 
with them on, so I could lip read – at 
first she was reluctant but then she 
realised that without my glasses I 
would be blind and deaf as well as 
scared, and by that point so hysterical 
I wouldn’t be safe to put me to sleep!

She promised me, and sure enough, 
when I came around from my opera-
tion, high as a kite on pain killers, my 
glasses were placed on my face.

What the morphine also did was kill 
my volume control.

So at 3am, while being wheeled 
onto a ward of sleeping sick people, 
I declared loudly and repeatedly, ‘I’m 
a horse, I’m a horse!’ because my 
mouth was so dry my lips were stuck 
to my teeth!

*cringe!*
After a week of being stuck in bed, 

I was more than happy get out of 
hospital and really thought that was 
it. But alas it wasn’t meant to be. I’ve 
been diagnosed with Crohn’s and am 
due back in hospital next week.

But this time around, I feel confi-
dent that my new diagnosis will be 
the only thing I worry about – I’ve 
got my deafness sorted for the time 
being, so now it’s time to conquer 
something else.

The Royal National Institute for the 
Deaf, RNID, has launched a hearing 
check application on their Facebook 
page.

In this post festive season period 
many people who have exposed their 
ears to hours of loud music are expe-
riencing signs of hearing damage, like 
dull or fuzzy hearing. RNID, the largest 
charity for people who are deaf or hard 
of hearing, is giving party goers a way 
to check their hearing and offer those 
who are worried quick, confidential ad-
vice.

The check is a free, quick and simple 
way to check your hearing. It mea-
sures a person’s ability to hear some-
one speaking when there’s background 
noise, similar to being in a crowded 
room.

Log on to https//apps.facebook.
com/rnid-hearing-check to try it out!

Facebook is hear to help

Positive Support in the lives 
of Deaf Children and their 
Families was a research proj-
ect initiated to help families, 
service providers and policy 
makers understand the effec-
tiveness of the different types 
of support available for young 
deaf children.

The complex study found 
that the use of sign language 
does not impede a child’s de-
velopment of spoken lan-
guage, and that greater collaborative 
working is needed between audiologists 
and teachers of the deaf to maximise 
benefit to deaf children. It also found 
there is an association between earlier 
identification of deafness (within the 
first six months) and improved devel-
opmental performance.

Ade Deane-Pratt, Research Commu-
nications Manager for Deafness Re-
search UK, said: “This important re-
search will have a significant impact on 
service provision for deaf children and 
their families in the future. The unique 
multi-level partnership we have been 
involved in here - between research 
teams, funders and parent groups - 
is one of the areas in which Deafness 
Research UK achieves best value from 
funding sources and will make a real 
and positive difference to the lives of 
people in local communities.”

The study has also led to children with 
permanent hearing loss being identi-

Signing does not impede development
A four year research study has shown that the use of sign lan-
guage in earlier months and years of a deaf child’s life does not 
impede the development of spoken language

fied significantly earlier than before the 
programme was introduced, meaning 
that families are facing many impor-
tant life issues while their child is still 
very young.  82 families from across 
the UK provided the research team 
with information, via several question-
naires, on their thoughts and feelings 
about the services available for young 
deaf children. In addition, each family 
nominated three professionals, such as 
their Teacher of the Deaf, to complete 
a set of questionnaires on their views. 
Measures of the children’s development 
were also collected at regular intervals 
throughout the study.

The innovative research project was 
funded by the Big Lottery Fund via a 
partnership with Deafness Research UK
For more details see the research proj-
ect website: www.positivesupport.info
For more information on the latest 
research into deafness  go to
www.deafnessresearch.org.uk

BTA greet new ambassador
The British Tinnitus Association (BTA) 
has welcomed Eddy Temple-Morris, in-
ternational DJ and presenter on Lon-
don’s XFM radio station, as an ambas-
sador. A tinnitus sufferer himself, Eddy 
believes prolonged exposure to loud 
music, as a result of his profession, 
brought on the condition. “This cause 
is very close to my heart, and I con-
sider myself to be on a crusade to help 
save the hearing of fellow musicians, 
DJs, clubbers and music lovers every-
where. I want to encourage others to 
use ear protection as I wish I had done 
years ago”.
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Jumble, a hearing dog who alerted his deaf owner to a poten-
tially devastating fire in her Gourock home has been awarded the 
title Hearing Dog of the Month by the charity that trained him.

Jean MacDonald, 62, was partnered with Jumble, a daschund 
cross terrier, in October 2008 after the loss of her beloved hearing 
dog Sheena in 2007. 

Jean says “A few months ago Jumble saved my life when my grill 
caught fire and the fire alarm went off. I did not hear it and Jumble 
touched me with his paw and I knew something was wrong. I got 
a terrible fright, but he saved my life. The whole place would have 
burnt down without him, and if it wasn’t for him we wouldn’t be 
here today.”

Jean became deaf when she contracted measles when she was 
just five years old. She says Jumble also helps her in other ways. 
As well as being her eyes and ears when the doorbell sounds or 
when the telephone rings, he wakes her up in the morning and 
even helps her balance when she’s outside.

Jean adds “Jumble is my life. He likes to go out for walks to the 
park, and he can walk beside me and I feel safe with him there. He 
is so friendly, and I’m happy to have him and hope we have many 
sweet times together. Jumble is brilliant and he has helped me a 
lot. He is a sweet wee boy. He is very loving and I am happy he 
won the award of Hearing Dog of the Month.”

November Hearing Dog of the Month
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, a registered charity, selects and trains dogs to respond to 
specific sounds. Hearing dogs alert by touch, using a paw to gain the attention of their 
owner and lead them back to the sound source, or for sounds such as a smoke or fire 
alarm the dogs will lay down to indicate danger

Owner Jean hugs Jumble, November 
Hearing Dog of the Month
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The Scottish Sensory Centre (SSC) 
produced by May Brennan, stated “iden-
tity is not something which is taught, 
but which can be nurtured and respect-
ed” (No.9 March 2005.)

As part of growing up with deafness, 
no matter what your age, race, gender, 
religion, nationality or your occupa-
tion is, identity plays an important role 
within us all today.There are approxi-
mately 500 million people throughout 
the world suffering hearing loss and of 
those around 1.4 million are d/Deaf and 
aged 18 or under.

Many of these youngsters are facing 
an identity crisis. Having an identity at 

a young age is important because 
without it and our sense of belong-
ing, we are not whole and it affects 
our future.

“I’ve always been aware of the 
differences between the Deaf 
and hearing worlds. It is hard to 
pinpoint my identity, I am not an 
‘extreme deaf’ who takes part 
in Deaf Rights marches nor am 
I ‘hearing enough’ to stay away 
from the Deaf world. I know who 
and what I am and I’m comfort-
able with that.”

Brian Duffy, 25, from Scotland.

“I’m a Deaf person all the way. 
I didn’t realise my identity until 
I entered the hearing world 
at university after leaving the 
all-Deaf environment at Mary 
Hare School. I then realised how 
happy and comfortable I am in a 
Deaf environment.”

Sam Calder, 22, from Newbury.

Identity- it is something all of us struggle with at some point 
in our lives.  So what of the many, born deaf and raised within 
hearing families, how do they choose how to define themselves?

“You cannot dream yourself 
into a character; you must 
hammer and forge yourself 
one.” English novelist, James A. 
Froude

Identifying with your d/Deaf self

Whether you are a d/Deaf person, 
engaging in deaf/hearing community or 
both, communicating through the use 
of oral/sign language or both; it can be 
very difficult to solve the complex issue 
of realising your identity. 

Some d/Deaf people establish their 
identity at a young age but there are 
some who take years to discover them-
selves. It depends how a person has 
been raised (in a d/Deaf or hearing 
family), the surrounding environment, 
education and support, social life, chal-
lenges, opportunities, the people in-
volved and most importantly of all, the 
communication.

Life would be a lot easier if we had 
a barcode branded on our neck identi-
fying who we are, but we don’t. Some 
d/Deaf people struggle to fit in either 
Deaf or hearing communities, interact-
ing in both worlds but with no sense 
of belonging to either. Those who find 
themselves stuck in this ‘deaf ghetto 
lifestyle’ are often referred to as ‘In-
Between’ people.

Like many people, I do question my-
self. From the age of sixteen to nineteen, 
I felt confused about how to define my 
identity with my severe deafness as I 

was born and raised in a hearing family. 
From mainstream school to Mary Hare 
Sixth Form for the Deaf to Bournville 
College of Art, I communicated via oral 
and Sign Supported English (SSE).

Louise Buglass

“I felt confused about how
to define my identity with 
my severe deafness”

What defines who you are? Perhaps a combination of environment, education,
opportunities and most importantly, communication? Louise Buglass ponders...

I engaged in both worlds and enjoyed 
the best of both, but still found myself 
unsure of my place in both deaf and 
hearing worlds.

By working my way through life, edu-
cation, work and forming relationships 
with people in deaf and hearing com-
munities, my identity has slowly shaped 
from a lump of rock into more of an in-
teresting statue.

Learning from various people around 
me  I realised that I don’t need to find 
an identity; I can make one for myself. 

“I realised that I don’t need 
to find an identity; I can 
make one for myself”

I now proudly classify myself as a Deaf 
person, but also as an individual with 
an open mind. 

It is never too late to learn who you 
are, to develop a sense of individual-
ity and eventually acknowledge that the 
pieces of the jigsaw will fall into their 
rightful place. There are different de-
grees of deafness, different methods of 
communication and different personali-
ties, it is impossible to decide on your 
identity in a short amount of time. 

Whether you discover it through trav-
elling, isolation or even from walks to 
the park, what you feel is the key to 
embarking on a journey of discovery.

G
raham

 M
unro | Telegraph
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Written by Scottish composer Zack 
Moir, the musical is based on the true 
story of William ‘Deacon’ Brodie, an 
infamous character from Edinburgh 
whose colourful life was the inspiration 
behind Robert Louis Stevenson’s book, 
The Strange Case of Dr Jeykll and Mr 
Hyde.

MED-EL, sponsors of the musical, 
know the problems CI users experi-
ence. Implant wearers say music just 
does not sound ‘right’, it sounds dis-
torted and discordant.

Deacon is a wonderful musical and it 
is one of a few pieces of music written 
specifically for CI users. It incorporates 

specific aspects of music to enhance 
the sound for CI users. Zack Moir ad-
mits he found it a challenge to tell the 
story of Deacon Brodie through music 
and song; whilst remaining sensitive 
to all the issues surrounding music for 
this audience.

Make a date in your diary for 
19th February and enjoy this 
unique musical.
Venue: Deaf Connections The-
atre, 100 Norfolk Street, Glas-
gow, G5 9EJ.
Time: 7.00 pm- 8pm
Tickets: free of charge on ap-
plication to MED-EL UK
Contact: call 01226 242874 or 
email  office @medel.co.uk

In the next issue of Hearing 
Times we will be giving away 
DVDs of the musical, so even 
those of you who can’t make 
it to Glasgow can enjoy it!

Donmar Warehouse’s latest produc-
tion Red is an intense study of the 
American artist, Mark Rothko, played 
here by Alfred Molina, who was famed 
for his cryptic red paintings.

Set over a two year period from 1958  
to 1959, the play involves a series of 
confrontations between Rothko and his 
young assistant Ken (Eddie Redmayne). 
This is the period in which Rothko was 
commissioned to create a mural for the 
Four Seasons restaurant. Throughout 
the production, Rothko attempts to ex-
plain his art and world view to an in-
creasingly frustrated Ken, which even-
tually builds to a fiery conclusion.

Molina’s Rothko roars about the 
stage, enigmatic, arrogant, sarcastic, 
a towering tour de force of a perfor-
mance. He rips into Redmayne’s Ken 
from his first arrival into the studio. 
The sheer force of his personality com-
manding your attention. “What do you 
see”, becomes his constant refrain, as 
he demands Ken’s - and the audience’s 
- respect and adulation.

Ellen Dalgairns

Seated on stage as the audience 
enters, his quest becomes ours as he 
searches for meaning in his paintings; 
we start to see the depth to the red, 
the brilliant colours within.

Eddie Redmayne gives a compelling 
performance as Ken, more than holding 
his own on stage with Molina. Rothko’s 
insecurities are expressed through their 
fiery relationship, always undermining 
Ken, yet increasingly dependent on him 
to buoy his own ego, “Go on, I’m fasci-
nated by me,” demands Rothko.

Those who have little understanding of the abstract expressionism art movement, may approach John Logan’s new play Red with 
trepidation but will soon realise there is no need

Molina’s Rothko roars 
about the stage, enigmatic, 
arrogant, sarcastic-
a towering tour de force of 
a performance.

Red runs at the Donmar Warehouse 
until 6th February 2010.

Box Office: 0844 871 7624
www.donmarwarehouse.com

Signed performance:
Monday 1 February at 7.30pm
Captioned performance:
Monday 25 January at 7.30pm
Audio-described:
Saturday 23 January at 2.30pm

Seeing red at the Donmar Warehouse

Christopher Oram’s set is an expanse 
of grey with a huge canvas centre 
stage. The passing of time and alter-
ing of mood is reflected by the actors 
changing the paintings. These gradu-
ally become darker as Rothko battles 
his own uncertainties. When removed, 
the canvas leaves a dripping doorway 
of red, so that the audience can never 
forget the all-important colour.

In one scene in which Rothko and 
Ken are frantically painting, the only 
movement in an otherwise fairly static 
play, their frenzied actions leave them 
covered in dripping red at the end as 
Ken flops exhausted to the floor.

There is something strangely hypnot-
ic about the red swallowing the white. 
A representation of the passion in art 
perhaps, or each character hurling 
their frustrations at a blank canvas in 
the only way they know how.

Red is excellent, the dialogue is smart, 
witty and offers moments of dark hu-
mour. The set and design are simple yet 
effective, both actors are well cast, and 

in the end equally matched. In each 
scene there are minor confrontations 
meaning a slight loss of power during 
their final battle. It is only slight how-
ever, and when Rothko is left alone, we 
also feel the loss of his sparring partner 
keenly.

I was gripped from start to finish and 
left Covent Garden in a daze. As to the 
question ‘What do you see?’ the answer 
is certainly red, but now thanks to play-
wright John Logan, infinitely more.

Alfred Molina (right) and Eddie Redmayne star in this intense look at the Ameri-
can artist, Mark Rothko

Alfred Molina’s Rothko, pensive, after 
an exhaustive frenzy of painting

Speaking to Hearing Times Zack said, 
“I was absolutely delighted to get the 
chance to speak with a couple of CI us-
ers after the show and to see and hear 
their reactions. To be thanked for help-
ing them hear music properly for the 

Designer musical - easy listening for all 
Deacon, the first musical written specifically for profoundly deaf adults with cochlear implants (CI), is to be performed live for the 
first time in Glasgow on 19th February 2010

Implant wearers say music 
just does not sound ‘right’, 
its distorted and discordant.

first time in years was amazing, it made 
the whole process seem worthwhile.”

Although the musical has a Scottish 
flavour, CI users from south of the bor-
der enjoyed the show. Philip McDonnell, 
a CI user from Essex, said “Music has 
been absent from my life for too long… 
Now that composers such as Zack Moir 
are creating works that CI users can 
enjoy to the full, new music is becom-
ing accessible.”

The event will be hosted by Deaf Con-
nections, a voluntary sector organisa-
tion providing specialist services to 
Deaf and hard of hearing adults in the 
West of Scotland. 
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The first part of Jean-François 
Richet’s Mesrine double bill, Mesrine: 
Killer Instinct, took its title from Mes-
rine’s memoirs, written during one of 
his stints in prison.

The opening scene shows us 1979, 
the final showdown, where the police 
open fire on middle aged Mesrine [Vin-
cent Cassel] and his woman Sylvia. 
Going back several decades the film 
shows Mesrine being educated in the 
brutal torture, interrogation, and killing 
of Arab prisoners, whilst serving as a 
corporal in Algeria. Message received 
and understood: there is a reason for 
his ‘killer instinct’.

Mesrine returns home after his ser-
vice, and ignoring his mother’s pleas to 
“make on honest living”, turns to a life 
of crime with local ‘boss’ Guido [Gérard 
Depardieu] quickly taking a shine to 
him. The film moves through the next 
decade with a speed that makes you 
blink. One minute Mesrine agrees to do 
a bank job, the next he’s in prison.

“No film can accurately describe the complexities of human life – 
Each to his own point of view”

Deborah Louise Robinson

Mesrine: Parts 1 & 2

Mesrine: Killer Instinct & Public Enemy 
No1. is released on DVD 25 Jan.

Vincent Cassel is perfectly 
at ease as the charismatic, 
seductive, brilliant and 
cold-hearted Mesrine

Momentum is often broken, and as a 
result Mesrine is a film with much going 
on but comes across as slightly sluggish 
at times. There are, however, some ex-
cellent scenes. In a burglary Mesrine is 
caught red handed, but the cool way 
he evades capture is brilliant, showing 
us just how suave and unflappable the 
man was. Mesrine’s prison break and 
subsequent return to free the other in-
mates displays his arrogance and reck-
lessness (as well as being a kick-ass 
action sequence). 

Vincent Cassel is perfect as the char-
ismatic, seductive, and cold-hearted 
Mesrine. He portrays a man who is 
selfish, arrogant, and whose depth of 
feeling for those around him is incred-
ibly shallow. He is utterly believable 
and carries the film beautifully. It was 
his performance more than anything, 
which kept me watching.

Gérard Depardieu of course, is bril-
liant as the cool, unflappable, Guido  
and an audience would expect nothing 
less from him. Cécile de France, Elena 
Anaya, Florence Thomassin and Ludi-
vine Sagnier are all great as Mesrine’s 
love interests. In fact the film is well 
cast all round.

Richet’s direction is excellent, it’s 
dated, but it’s supposed to be. Shot 
like a 1960’s serialised crime drama, 
Mesrine feels like it was actually shot 
in the 60’s and that’s a great accom-
plishment. There’s some pretty groovy 
looking split screen stuff in there too, 
which sits in very nicely with the whole 
vibe of the film.

NEW RELEASE

Part 2 – Public Enemy No. 1 does not 
disappoint. In fact the first instalment 
is totally eclipsed by the second. Part 
2: Public Enemy is a kick-ass action 
movie which will keep viewers on the 
edge of their seats.

Without Vincent Cassel [Mesrine], 
who had me mesmerised from the mo-
ment he came into view, this film would 
still be good, well directed, and nicely 
written. Because of Cassel however, 
this film becomes so much more.

Mesrine is cool, unflappable, danger-
ous, cocky, and charming, and his life is 
a whirlwind of bank robberies, kidnap-
ping, jail breaks and violence. Some-
how though, he pulls this off with such 
style and charm that I couldn’t bring 
myself to dislike him.

Cool, dangerous and charm-
ing, his life is a whirlwind of 
bank robberies, kidnapping, 
and violence

He certainly doesn’t see himself as a 
criminal; robbing banks, according to 
Mesrine, is stealing from thieves, and 
therefore perfectly just. He thinks of 
himself as an honourable man, and God 
help anyone who suggests otherwise, a 
journalist who disputes this ends up on 
the receiving end of Mesrine’s outrage, 
and it is brutal.

The police are by now, becoming 
more and more desperate, exasperated 
at being foiled so many times, Mesrine 
either slips through their net and isn’t 
caught, or once caught, escapes, and 
not once do we see him being furtive or 
secretive about it, he announces that 
he’ll escape and escape he does!

Regarding himself as a revolutionary 
rather than a criminal or gangster, Mes-
rine measured his success not in cash 
but in air-time and column inches, he 
craved notoriety and revelled in being 
‘public enemy number one’

The ensemble cast is back for the 
sixth instalment of the best-selling 
book series by J.K. Rowling. Released 
in December by Warner Home Video, 
an incredible 840,000 units were sold 
on its first day, 53,000 of which were 
Blu-ray, in turn delivering the high defi-
nition formats biggest first day ever, for 
a family entertainment release.

In Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince™, Voldemort tightens his grip 
on Hogwarts as Harry and Dumbledore 
work to find the key to unlocking the 
Dark Lord’s defences. But the students 
are under attack from a very differ-
ent adversary — teenage hormones. 

Death Eaters fly into town for the DVD 
release of Harry Potter and the Half 
Blood Prince

Potter works his magic again

Love is in the air, but much tragedy lies 
ahead and Hogwarts may never be the 
same again. 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince cast a spell over the UK 
once again with record-breaking first day sales to make it the 
fastest-selling DVD and Blu-ray release of 2009

Produced by the 
North Yorkshire based 
charity Lollipop, Riding 
High is a 30-minute 
production exposing 
fallacies about what it 
means to be hearing-
impaired. The mys-
teries and techniques 
of lip reading are ex-
plained between hair-
raising laps of the dirt 
track. 

The difficulties faced 
in learning speech are 
interspersed with clips 
of the teenagers speed-
ing round in buggies 
and the challenges of 
impaired balance are put to the test as 
they attempt to weave between cones 
as part of their road safety training.

Raising awareness 
through film
A documentary film dispelling myths about deafness as it follows 
eight hearing-impaired teens learning how to ride a motorbike, 
has been nationally broadcast on Teacher’s TV

On set: stars of the film ‘Riding High’ to be shown on 
Teacher’s TV, including Zara Emery, front right

Common misconceptions 
about deaf people being 
unable to drive, go to uni-
versity or listen to music 
are put to right

Zara Emery, 20, took part in the film, 
“I felt that learning to ride the motor-
bikes was fun, exciting and challenging! 
It was great to have the opportunity of 
presenting and being in front of the 
camera. I hope that our film will raise 
more awareness of deafness. I feel that 
I have achieved a lot of things and I am 
very proud that the film is being shown 
on national television.”

Common mistakes such as shout-
ing or over articulating when talking to 
someone with hearing loss are cleared 
up and misconceptions about deaf 
people never being able to drive, go to 
university or listen to music are confi-
dently  put to right.

Andrea Gitsham, chairwoman and 
founder of Lollipop, said “Getting signed 
by Teachers TV means we are one step 
closer to reaching our ultimate goal of 
showing the film to every pupil in the 
UK. When I lost my hearing I realised 
a lot of the obstacles in my path were 
caused by a lack of knowledge and ex-
perience among the wider community, 
partly because they had never met a 
deaf person before.

“Hopefully this film will go a long way 
towards improving people’s awareness 
so they have a better understanding 
of what they need to do to be able to 
communicate with us.”

Lollipop offers opportunities for chil-
dren and young people with any de-
gree of hearing loss and their families 
to meet and build friendships with oth-
ers, with whom they share their expe-
riences of deafness. They achieve this 
through providing free regular social 
activities in a relaxed and informal en-
vironment.

Watch the film online at teachers.tv. It 
is also available on Sky880, Virgin Me-
dia240, Freesat650 and Freeview88.
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...next to British Sign Language 
Broadcasting Trust and Zebra Uno. We 
were delighted to announce the launch 
of the new, free online subscription to 
Hearing Times, allowing readers full ac-
cess to the latest issues of the news-
paper and archived issues, completely 
free of charge! (For more information, 
see page 14.) 

 Matt Littler and Darren Jeffries, best 
known as Max and OB from Hollyoaks, 
attended the exhibition to talk about 
their varied television and present-
ing careers and present prizes to the 
young Deaf filmmakers. On their way 
out, the pair posed for a cheeky photo 
and picked up a copy of the Hearing 
Times to read on their way home.

The Film and TV Gala Awards were 
the highlight of the festival and hosted 
by Sabina Iqbal, founder of Deaf Par-
enting UK and nominated as one of 
the most powerful Muslim Women in 

Continued from Page 1

And the winner is...
Announced at the Film and TV Gala, 
awards were presented for:

Best TV Programme
Wicked Series 2 Prog 1 Ramon 
Woolfe, UK, 2009

Best Experimental Film
The Deaf Man Dir DJ Kurs, USA, 2007

Best Factual Film
See Hear: The Deaf Brain Dir Sarah 
Tavner, UK, 2009

Best Drama
Stiletto Dir William Mager, UK, 2008

Young Deaffest Winner
Murder at the Manor NDCS Summer 
Film Project, UK, 2009

There are many political biographies 
which can seem rather self-justifica-
tory, often comprising a book-length 
catalogue of incidents in the life of 
the person concerned.

This is not one of those.

The Time 
of My Life 
by Denis 
Healey 
(Michael 
Joseph)

William BR Jeremy 
reviews...

Written over 20 years ago, Denis 
Healey scaled the heights of the Brit-
ish political establishment by way of 
the British Army and the international 
department of the Labour Party to 
election as a Yorkshire MP and De-
fence Secretary and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Having a reputation 
as something of an intellectual bruis-
er, Healey’s style is both elegiac and 
honest – his well-known love of the 
Arts generally and poetry in particular 
is a central theme of the book. 

Writing openly about the trials and 
tribulations of political life, he indulges 
a talent for character description with 
force and wit, even if his judgments 
are sometimes a little harsh. If he 
is unsparing with criticism he is also 
generous with praise, and his analy-
sis of the post-war world is all the 
more trenchantly convincing for the 
fact that he is of the generation who 
fought in World War Two and then set 
out to “win the peace” by building a 
new Jerusalem based on social justice 
and equality of opportunity. 

Having a reputation as 
something of an intellec-
tual bruiser, Healey’s style 
is both elegiac and honest

In the February issue: William BR 
Jeremy reviews the city where he left 
his heart- San Francisco.

His realism and gritty understanding 
of the challenges of changing society 
does not detract from his idealism, 
although his wartime experiences 
temper his expectations with prag-
matism. It was Healey who declared 
a politician must have a ‘hinterland’, 
meaning interests, enthusiasms and 
passions beyond the fields of political 
play which are themselves sustain-
ing. He has them in abundance.

A complex man of immense ability, 
he occasionally comes across as arro-
gant which is ultimately forgivable as 
it is balanced with tremendous good 
humour and self-knowledge. Now in 
his nineties, having recently celebrat-
ed more than 60 years of marriage 
to his wife Edna, herself a successful 
writer, his much-tendered hinterland 
must be a solace and a comfort in the 
evening years of a life well-lived.

Healey indulges a talent 
for character description 
with force and wit

Audiences were wowed by films from 
across the UK and the world

Britain by The Times. Awards for the 
Best Drama, Best Experimental Film, 
Best Factual Film, and Best Deaf TV 
Programme were presented at the red 
carpet event.

After a successful Deaffest 2009, the 
next is eagerly anticipated and organis-
ers are pleased to announce Deaffest 
2010 will be held in May!

Celebrity guests award prizes to young filmakers

An opportunity to gain new experi-
ence and skills; a favour for a friend; 
publicity work for a forthcoming proj-
ect (such as making and distributing 
leaflets for a play); a fundraising ef-
fort; a labour of love - these are just 
some of the reasons why these people 
might work for free in the creative in-
dustries. The more I work in the field, 
the more I realise just how many deaf 
artists do it for love.

Some, like deaf filmmaker Samuel 
Dore, with his latest, dreamily-shot 
film Outcall, are driven by their con-
suming passion to do so, knowing that 
the portfolio-building work will at least 
compensate for the financial loss.

Some just want to have fun – witness 
the Deaf amateurs’ shorts featured in 
Wolverhampton’s Deaffest each year, 
or the deliciously anarchic video piec-
es put out by the 15mm Films collec-
tive (www.15mmfilms.com).

The Melissa Mostyn column

their scale and ambition, now languish-
ing in garages, sheds or back gardens, 
never to grace an art gallery again.

Suggesting the artist finish off the 
work voluntarily is no use, the expen-
sive materials employed are usually the 
reason the artist got the grant in the 
first place.

commercial prints for sale at Christmas 
fayres in the hope of recovering their 
costs. Some completely eliminate their 
profit margins in order to do so (which 
is why I consider bargain-hunters who 
scoff at their prices severely lacking in 
festive spirit). 

15mm Films had the right idea. By 
choosing video as their medium, they 
were able to both maximise available 
funds and develop a product that could 
be easily viewed via YouTube or even 
at Deaffest. Unfortunately, now that 
they and one of their artists, Aaron 
Williamson www.aaronwilliamson.com 
have virtually monopolised the art form 
within the deaf arts arena, there’s little 
room left for improvisation – unless an-
other deaf avant-garde genius proves 
me wrong. 

Crucially, had deaf artists the ade-

When working for free becomes
a burden on the artist’s spirit
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While ladder-carrying technicians lower the local high street’s 
Christmas lights, their once-twinkly bulbs now hung over from 
nights of heavy partying, and clouds diffuse quietly over the first 
pink-tinged dawn of 2010, it is worth reviewing the Christmas arts 
fayres and the people who make them happen 

The issue is not so much 
bad money management as 
it is lack of access to funds

I regularly note one group of talent-
ed deaf artists whose expenditure of-
ten far outweighs their income, forcing 
them to work for free at huge expense. 
The issue is not so much bad money 
management as it is lack of access to 
funds – and its side-effect a lack of un-
derstanding from prospective buyers. 

Part of the problem lies in the alloca-
tion of funds to deaf and disability arts 
as a separate entity. Schemes are of-
ten set up with the intention to support 
their development, then in the rush to 
meet their targets, the schemes fail to 
consider the true long-term implica-
tions for the artists. The result? Unfin-
ished works-in-progress that began as 
a grant bid, wowing the funders with 

Unable to fully realise their 
beloved visions, deaf artists 
are selling sell off unused 
materials on eBay

Unfortunately, the hype generated 
by deaf and disabled funding schemes 
often place them under unnecessary 
pressure to complete and showcase 
their projects - to the detriment of their 
own physical and financial wellbeing.

Perish the misguided thought that 
artists suffer for their art anyway. An-
thony Gormley, Anish Kapoor and their 
ilk may do so voluntarily, but in no way 
is their suffering caused by underfund-
ing. I do not for a minute believe that 
the gargantuan installations that make 
their name are not well endorsed by the 
movers and shakers of the art world. 
How otherwise could Kapoor become 
the first living artist to be granted a ma-
jor retrospective at the Royal Academy 
of Arts in 2008? 

Art history books prove that the ar-
chetypal impoverished artist – Vincent 
Van Gogh – is an exception rather than 
the rule. A far more common occur-
rence is the fortunes that have been 
made by Picasso, Matisse, Hockney, 
Bacon, even the so-called ‘artist’ Jack 
Vettriano, whose Singing Butler paint-
ing – reported to be a direct copy from 
an illustration manual - sold for a re-
cord £744,880 in 2004. 

Meanwhile, unable to fully realise their 
beloved visions, deaf artists either sell 
off unused materials on eBay, or make 

Schemes are set up to meet 
targets, failing to consider 
long-term implications for artists

quate support they needed at the time, 
the prospect of Deaf Arts breaking the 
Kapoor-shaped mould might have been 
very real indeed. Returning to that first 
pink-tinged dawn, let us remember 
their unequal treatment at the hands of 
funders and consider how we, as con-
sumers, can contribute to their funds so 
they may break free of the arts fayre 
and twinkle again for us next year.
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A miscellany of theatre, film, charity and fundraising events to keep readers informed of happenings 
in the Deaf and hard of hearing communities

Fresh from their carol concert in Abingdon last month, the choir, which signs 
hymns rather than sings them is now rehearsing for a combined service with a 
hearing congregation at Shinfield Baptist Church in Shinfield , Reading on Sunday, 
January 24 followed by an Easter service in Theale, West Berkshire. The signs are 
that the choir will be continuing to lift spirits wherever they go.

Events Guide

To advertise your event here 

call 0845 2930688 or email

editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk

January
Wednesday 13
1:30 PM The Secret Garden (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice)
West Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds 

Friday 15 
6:30 PM Aladdin (Captioned in-house, 
supported by See a Voice) 
Theatre Royal, Stratford East, London

7:30 PM Les Miserables (Captioned by 
the WMC) 
Wales Millennium Centre

Saturday 16
2:00 PM Arabian Nights (Captioned by 
the RSC)  
RSC Courtyard Theatre, Stratford-
upon-Avon 

3:00 PM Rope (Captioned in-house, 
supported by See a Voice) 
Almeida Theatre, London 

Thursday 21
7:30 PM Aladdin The wok ‘n’roll panto 
(Captioned in-house, supported by See 
a Voice) 
New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich

Saturday 23  
2:00 PM Dick Whittington The Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Panto (Captioned in-house, sup-
ported by See a Voice)  
Liverpool Everyman, Liverpool
 
2:30 PM Humpty Dumpty (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
York Theatre Royal, York  

Theatre
Wednesday 27
2:12 PM Signs of a Star-Shaped Diva 
(Captioned by Graeae Theatre Company) 
Theatre Royal, Stratford East, London

Thursday 28
7:30 PM The Woman in Black (Cap-
tioned in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
Theatre Royal, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 

Friday 29
7:30 PM Midsummer (Captioned in-
house, supported by See a Voice)  
Soho Theatre, London

February
Tuesday 2 
7:30 PM Rope (Captioned in-house, 
supported by See a Voice)  
Almeida Theatre

Wednesday 3 
7:30 PM The Whisky Taster (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
The Bush Theatre, London

Saturday 6 
2:30 PM Present Laughter (Captioned 
by Theatre Royal Plymouth) 
Theatre Royal, Plymouth

Tuesday 9 
7:30 PM Three Sisters (Captioned in-
house, supported by See a Voice)  
Lyric Hammersmith, London

Thursday 11
2:00 PM Men of the World (Captioned 
in-house, supported by See a Voice) 
York Theatre Royal, York

January
Free squash coaching lessons
All abilities welcome, even beginners!
Who: 8-16 year olds
When: Every Wednesday and Friday 
until March
Where: Southgate Squash and
Racketball Club
admin@southgatesquashclub.co.uk

Experimental music
Rolo Tomassi, described as dance/
punk/rock, are a Sheffield based 
experimental electronic/noise five 
piece band. Tickets only £7
When: 18 January
Where: The Deaf Institute, Manchester
www.manchesterad.com 

First Aid course
A course aimed at deaf and hard of 
hearing people. BSL Interpreters and 
communication support will be provided.
When: 27 January or 22 February
Where: Norwich Deaf Community Centre
www.deafconnexions.org.uk

Cookery workshop
Royal Association for Deaf People 
(RAD) is holding a workshop for d/Deaf 
youngsters, hosted by Deaf chef
Daniel Morgan.
Who: 11-25 year olds
When: 30 January, book by 26 January
Where: Redbridge College, Romford-
www.royaldeaf.org.uk

The Oxford Diocese Deaf Choir, led by the Rev Vera Hunt (left), 
have a full programme of concerts coming up in 2010. 

Hard of hearing event
Deaf Action are holding an event for 
people experiencing hearing loss, 
providing advice, guidance, specialist 
equipment and cources on assertiveness
When: 28 January
Where: Rothes Hall, Glenrothes
kirsteen.mcfarlane@deafaction.org

February
The Baby Show
A fantastic opportunity to ask Deaf 
parents questions. Deaf Parenting 
UK will be providing BSL interpreters 
throughout the event.
When: 19 - 21 February
Where: London’s Docklands
www.thebabyshow.co.uk

Fire safety for deaf people
A presentation by Blue Watch from 
Great Yarmouth Fire Service- find out 
how to keep your family safe from fire.
When: 11am, 24 February
Where: Norfolk Coastal centre for
Independent Life, Great Yarmouth
www.deafconnexions.org.uk

Community
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Kidz Korner

Complete all the puzzles send them in to Hearing Times and you could
win a years subscription to Hearing Times for you or a friend!

Hearing Dog Kai just 
loves to read the
Hearing Times. He can’t 
wait for it to come out 
every month, and read 
what the latest news is! 
Sometimes his friends 
are in the newspaper, 
like Jumble, on page 9, 
who warned her owner 
there was a fire in the 
house, saving her life.

Spot the difference!
Can you spot the five differences?

Sudoku

Crossword

       1        9        4             5            6
          8         3             7             8
          6           1       2            2                   7            4  

       5     8     4              9                        5      
      3     6            5     7         4         3             2           6    
          5    9      3                   7           9  
     6      4            7               6            9                    7    

     7       1                     8             2   
                     3                                  1           4           1             3     

       Medium            Hard

Fill in the blank squares 
so that each row, each 
column and each 3-by-3 
block contain all of the
digits 1 thru 9

The answers to these 
puzzles will appear in 
the February issue of 
Heairing Times.
Email your completed 
puzzles to:

editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk
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 1  2  3 

 4  5 

 6  7  8  9 

 10  11  12 

 13 

 14  15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 www.CrosswordWeaver.com 

 ACROSS 

 2  William BR Jeremy reviewed the book 
 'The Time of my Life', who was the
 author? 

 7  November Hearing Dog of the Month 
 9  Acronymn for the new moulded ear plug 

 used by British troops 
 10  Name of the musical 'designed' for easy 

 listening 
 13  Stars of the French film Mesrine 
 15  Charity who produced the deaf 

 awareness film 'Riding High' 
 16  Name the play showing at the Donmar 

 Warehouse 
 17  Which constabulary won the 

 Organisational Achievement Award 
 18  Name of the new Hearing Times editor 
 19  How many pages of Hearing Times are 

 there in one issue? 

 DOWN 

 1  Which foreign city recently opened a new 
 school for the deaf? 

 3  Which Pole did Ian Berry recently reach, 
 raising £30k for NDCS? 

 4  Secretary of the England Deaf Rugby 
 Union 

 5  Name the Hearing Times affiliated charity 
 conducting a survey into deaf health 

 6  When you write regularly online, what is 
 this called? 

 8  Hearing Times columnist reporting her 
 experiences of getting a cochlear implant 

 11  How many issues of Hearing Times  are 
 there a year? 

 12  Name the film and arts festival Hearing 
 TImes attended and reported on in this
 issue 

 14  Name the device which can protect dogs' 
 ears from hearing damage 

 1  2  3 

 4  5 

 6  7  8  9 

 10  11  12 

 13 

 14  15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 www.CrosswordWeaver.com 

 ACROSS 

 2  William BR Jeremy reviewed the book 
 'The Time of my Life', who was the
 author? 

 7  November Hearing Dog of the Month 
 9  Acronymn for the new moulded ear plug 

 used by British troops 
 10  Name of the musical 'designed' for easy 

 listening 
 13  Stars of the French film Mesrine 
 15  Charity who produced the deaf 

 awareness film 'Riding High' 
 16  Name the play showing at the Donmar 

 Warehouse 
 17  Which constabulary won the 

 Organisational Achievement Award 
 18  Name of the new Hearing Times editor 
 19  How many pages of Hearing Times are 

 there in one issue? 

 DOWN 

 1  Which foreign city recently opened a new 
 school for the deaf? 

 3  Which Pole did Ian Berry recently reach, 
 raising £30k for NDCS? 

 4  Secretary of the England Deaf Rugby 
 Union 

 5  Name the Hearing Times affiliated charity 
 conducting a survey into deaf health 

 6  When you write regularly online, what is 
 this called? 

 8  Hearing Times columnist reporting her 
 experiences of getting a cochlear implant 

 11  How many issues of Hearing Times  are 
 there a year? 

 12  Name the film and arts festival Hearing 
 TImes attended and reported on in this
 issue 

 14  Name the device which can protect dogs' 
 ears from hearing damage 

Answers are selected from articles featured in this issue - to complete 
the crossword simply read the newspaper cover to cover!
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people in the UK. For information visit www.signhealth.org.                    
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Deafness Research- a charity supporting medical research into 
deafness and hearing disorders, with unrivalled access to the UK’s 
top researchers. For information visit www.deafnessresearch.org 
(Subscription code DeafR)
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10 times per year acts, as a forum for discussion for all those with acquired hearing loss and deafness. We also share advice and information 
from reliable sources with our readers, as well as encouraging them to share stories and experiences.
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Address..................................................................................................
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Email address..........................................................................................
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As we move into the new year, make good on those resolutions to keep fit or meet new people, by taking up a sport, why not
try something new, like yoga, sailing or even lawn bowls!

And for the Kids...
Yorkshire and Humberside 
Sport Weekend - Federation of 
Disability Sports Organisations

Be part of a team and learn different 
sports such as football, athletics and 
tag rugby whatever your form of 
communication BSL, SSE, lipreading 
or oral.
When:19-21 February
Age: 11-15 years old
Where: Doncaster Leaf Trust, 
Leger Way, Doncaster, DN2 6AY
Cost: It’s free but there are only 
18 spaces, so act fast!
Contact: 01924 279305 
or log onto www.fdso.co.uk

Cricket
Enjoy coaching, on-field discussions, 
changing room banter, tactical planning 
and social dialogue, with BSL interpret-
ers always on hand.
www.cricketdeafengland.co.uk

Football
Be part of a team and have an excuse 
to go out for a beer- with the lads af-
ter the game. It’s what Saturday after-
noons were made for.
www.britishdeaffootball.com

Golf
You’ll walk further than you think as you 
complete the golf course, and there’s 
always time for lunch at the club.
www.englanddeafgolf.co.uk
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Mountaineering
Take a walk on the wild side with moun-
tain and hill-walking, ridge-walking and 
rock-scrambling.
www.deafmountaineering.co.uk

Lawn Bowls
Providing a gentle exercise, lawn bowls  
is a great way to do sport and have a 
good gossip at the same time.
www.deafbowls.org.uk
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Squash
This fast paced game will keep you on 
your toes and you’ll make some friends 
while you play! Visit the English Deaf 
Squash Association’s website for info
www.uk.groups.yahoo.com/
group/e_d_s_a

Sailing
Whether in a dinghy or a yacht, take to 
the seas for a challenge.
Contact Deaf Sailing UK info@dsuk.org.
uk or  www.dsuk.org.uk

Table Tennis
Do you have talent to rival the Chinese? 
An indoor sport featuring fierce compe-
tition, why not see if this version of
tennis is for you?
www.tabletennistalk.co.uk

Yoga
Relax and unwind and become more 
flexible with regular classes and be-
come more flexible Classes are taught 
in sign language with voice by request 
for those who do not sign.
www.deafyoga.co.uk

Walking
You don’t need a club for this one. Just 
get together some of you friends, pick 
a nice location (one with a pub at the 
end is advisable) and you’re off!

Hearing Times wants to hear 
about your success or failure 
at keeping your New Year’s
resolutions. Simply email our 
team at :
editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk
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“I wish I had £50 for every time I have 
introduced myself as the Secretary of 
EDRU and received the response, ‘Deaf 
Rugby? Never heard of it. What is it?’” 
says Lyndon James, “The money would 
have solved all our sponsorship prob-
lems and then some.”

“There is a lot of misunderstanding. 
I recall a group of young rugby players 
who were staring at a poster for a deaf 
rugby international and looking slight-
ly bemused. Then one of them wisely 
suggested, “Isn’t that the game where 
they put a bell in the ball?”

Deaf Rugby is no different from main-
stream rugby union - apart from some 
minor modifications to setting a scrum, 
the rules of the game are no different 
from normal rugby, even when both 
sides are made up entirely of deaf and 
hard of hearing players. 

“It isn’t a different or separate game 
from mainstream rugby union” ex-
plained James. “The real difference is 
the need to persuade hearing rugby 
players and their clubs that being deaf 
or hard of hearing is no impediment to 
playing the game. It comes down to 
the same problem faced by all deaf and 
hard of hearing people – making sure 
others are deaf aware, and educating 
them in how to manage it.”

“It is very strange how a lack of deaf 
awareness is represented in rugby. I 
remember that when I first became in-
volved with the EDRU, the profoundly 
deaf members of the national squad 
were usually either front row forwards 
or wingers - they were given these po-
sitions because it was thought there 
was no need to communicate with them 
during the game!”

“It is considerably better today, but 
unfortunately we still see deaf players 
pushed into unsuitable positions simply 
to make it easier for the other players 
to avoid communication with them. 
What is really sad is that the clubs who 
treat deaf players in this fashion are re-
ally losing out, because in my experi-
ence deaf players are doubly motivated 
to prove their worth.

“Like any other player they want to 
show their skills but in addition, deaf 

James Hutchison

Members of the Deaf Rugby Union have been working hard to raise the profile of this team sport, 
and challenge the myth that it is different from ‘normal’ rugby

Upcoming fixtures

The English Deaf Rugby team take on 
Wales at Broadstreet RFC, near Coventry, 
on Sunday 14th February and it’s a fixture 
they haven’t won since 2004. Wales have 
had the upper hand with some convincing 
victories in the last few years, but the ri-
valry between the two nations means that 
the game is always one to look forward to.

Eligibility?

The English, Welsh and Scottish national 
teams are all on the lookout for players 
and are continuing their work with rugby 
clubs throughout 2010 as they strive to 
enhance the profile of Deaf Rugby.

Players are eligible to play for the Eng-
land Deaf team if they have a combined 
average hearing loss of 25dB or more in 
both ears. For more information, or if your 
club needs help with its deaf rugby pro-
gramme, contact the Deaf Rugby Union:

info@englanddeafrugby.com
or www.englanddeafrugby.com

Scunthorpe’s Community Trust was 
recently awarded £30,000 by the Na-
tional Children’s Deaf Society (NCDS) 
and by the government’s Aiming High 
for Disabled Children (AHDC) pro-
gramme – and Championship football 
club Scunthorpe United has exciting 
plans to put the money to good use.

AHDC is a programme initiated by the 
government to help disabled children, 
young people and their families obtain 
the support they need to live ordinary 
lives, and Scunthorpe United are offer-
ing ‘Short Breaks’ activities as part of 
the scheme.

Scunthorpe aim high
Deaf and disabled children 
are being given coaching and 
advice from top footballers in 
an intiative to offer support in 
their everyday lives

“Being deaf or hard of
hearing is no impediment
to playing rugby”

players want to prove that being deaf 
makes no difference.”

The EDRU has been working hard to 
promote rugby among the deaf com-
munity, and to generate awareness 
among mainstream rugby clubs.

“The good news is that relatively sim-
ple deaf awareness training can change 
a club’s whole response to deaf and 
hard of hearing players.” 

The first event was held at the end 
of October last year, where deaf and 
disabled children were invited to bring 
their families and get involved in new 
activities that offered a change from 
their day-to-day lives.

The three-day event culminated in 
a football festival for deaf children at 
Glanford Park, Scunthorpe United’s sta-
dium, with coaching and advice from 
Mark Sinclair, who plays for the Ireland 
Deaf XI.

As Sarah Teal, Scunthorpe’s Equal-
ity and Disabilty Officer, explains, “We 
ran a series of coaching drills and skills, 
then had a question and answer ses-
sion with Mark. He is a good role model 
and is looking like a very good coach.”

The programme will 
improve services for deaf 
and disabled children, and 
increase opportunities

The Football League has endorsed 
the Trust’s activity and plans are be-
ing made for monthly events in 2010. 
Either a day for deaf and disabled chil-
dren to train and play football with ex-
pert coaching on hand; or a family day 
out, with tickets offered to the children 
and their family and friends.

“We need to make sure that we have 
events that are suitable for children 
with different disabilities – some kids 
are blind as well as deaf, whilst some 
are in wheelchairs, and we want every-
one to feel welcome and included.”

This is a key feature of the AHDC pro-
gramme, which has been running since 
May 2007 and is designed to improve 
service provision for disabled children 
and their families, and increase the 
number of opportunities available to 
them.

For more news keep an eye on the 
Scunthorpe United website:
 www.scunthorpe-united.co.uk

Mark Sinclair, Ireland Deaf XI, 
with children who took part in the 
Scunthorpe United football festival

To be part of England Deaf Rugby Union 

you need to have determination, pride,  

and commitment - 

Terminus, glorior, tribuo omnis!

Hearing Times interviews...
Lyndan James, Secretary of the England Deaf Rugby Union (EDRU)

The England Deaf Rugby team in their new kit, provided by RFU at
Twickenham, and coaches in blue

“Deaf players are pushed 
into unsuitable positions
to make it easier for
other players to avoid
communication with them”

EDRU guidelines include making sure 
coaches undertaking night training 
have the floodlights facing them rather 
than behind them and in the eyes of 
their team when communicating with 
deaf players; showing a deaf player a 
move rather than simply describing it; 
and providing some simple BSL signs to 
describe basic moves and positions in 
the game.

“The EDRU is ready, willing and able 
to visit any rugby club with deaf or hard 
of hearing players to provide advice and 
guidance. EDRU can advise any deaf 
player or potential player how to get 
fully engaged in local rugby, and if nec-
essary to introduce them to a club.”

The end of last year saw young swimming star 
Tom Baxter  winning six medals at the
Nationwide Swimming Championships

Tom,16, from Leatherhead Swimming Club won gold 
medals in the 50m freestyle in a time of 26.61 seconds, knocking 0.9 seconds 
off his personal best, and the 4 x 100m freestyle relay at the Sheffield competi-
tion, organised by Disability Sport Events.

He also achieved silver medals for his part in the 4 x 100m medley relay, where 
he swam the freestyle leg, and in the 200m. Tom topped off his success by  scoop-
ing bronze for both the 50m butterfly and 50m backstroke.

Date for your diary - UKDS AGM

The UK Deaf Sport annual general 
meeting will take place at:
Latter-Day Saints Chapel, South 
Kensington, London on Saturday 
23rd January 2010
From 1pm to 2pm. For more 
information visit
www.ukdeafsport.org.uk

National Swimming Success 
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